CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 2009 
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10th September 2009.

Present:  Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman), Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman) and Cllr D Pike. 
In Attendance: PC G Wilkins & Mr C Stock (Chair KGPF Management Committee)
1. Apologies for Absence.  Cllr P Caddick, Cllr D Milligan and WC Cllr C Howard
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda– Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007.  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.  
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 16th July 2009 having been circulated, Cllr Close proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr Pike.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising.
6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 Neighbourhood Coordinator 

6.2 WALC Newsletter.
6.3 Clerks & Councils Direct.

6.4 WC Award of cleansing grant.

6.5 WC Invitation to Service of Dedication.
6.6 Letter from Col Holroyd.

The Members noted the correspondence and directed the clerk to respond as appropriate.

7. Finance. 

7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 10th September 2009.

Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.

7.2 Having considered the draft Risk Assessment & Management Plan circulated with the agenda.
Members RESOLVED to adopt the plan as circulated.

7.3 Having considered the purchase of a Poppy Wreath 

Members RESOLVED to authorise the purchase (IAW LGA 1972 Sect 137) at a cost of £25.00.
7.4 Having considered the Clerk’s half yearly Salary and expenses of £691.66 and £108.48 respectively.

Members RESOLVED to authorise the payment.

7.5 Having considered the request for payment of Village Hall hire fess for Apr - Jul 09 of £26.00.
Members RESOLVED to authorise payment of the fees
7.6 Having considered the request for payment of the External Auditors Fees of £57.50.
Members RESOLVED to authorise payment of the fees.

7.7
The Members noted that the External Auditors made no comment on the Annul Return and directed the Clerk to display them for the statutory period.
8. Tidworth Area Board.
Due to the absence of Cllr P Caddick no reported was offered. 
9.
Planning. 

9.1   E/09/1030/TCA.  Works to trees adjacent to Chute Forest Cottage to consist of the felling of two larch trees, one aspen poplar, and one elder described as dying, along with the re-shaping of two ash trees and one box elder at land adjacent to Chute Forest Cottage Chute Cadley Andover SP11 9EB.  Having noted the letter from Col Holroyd and having considered this application in some depth 
Members RESOLVED to agree to support the suggested treatment to the Elder and box Elder, but to raise objections to the application as presented in respect to the proposals for the other five trees individually identified on the application.  The details of the objections have been set out in a lengthy reply to be sent to Wiltshire Council.
Action: Clerk
9.2 E/09/0870/FUL Alteration of woodshed to provide ancillary accommodation at Jollys Farm Chute Forest Wiltshire SP11 9DS for Biddesden Farm Partnership.
Members had previously RESOLVED to not raise any comments

10.
Footpaths.
Cllr Close reported no problems with the footpaths.
11.
Playing Fields.

11.1 The Clerk briefed the Members on work that both he and the Clerk to Chute PC have been carrying out on the revision of the current Constitution under which the KGPF    Management Committee operates and passed Members copies of the “Clerk’s Draft” of the Constitution as at 9 August 2009.  He then suggested that the next step in the revision process would be for the Chairs and Clerks of the two PCs to meet in order that the “Clerks’ Draft” can be reviewed with a view to then involving the Chair of the KGPF Management Committee in the revision process. Following on from this the Clerk outlined some of the possible financial and insurance related risks that had been identified during the drafting of the revised Constitution and informed Members that as things stand there would be a danger that the Members and he would find it very difficult to sign off the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Return for FY 09/10.
Members noted the Clerk’s brief and the Chairman agreed to expedite a meeting of the two Chairs and Clerks.
Action:  Chairman
11.2 The Members took the opportunity to formally applaud the KGPF Committee for their breadth of cover and the number of issues addressed at the meeting held on 20 July 2009.
11.3 Mr C Stock then briefed the Members on the KGPF Management Committee’s plan for tackling the works identified in the ROSPA Report and answered questions from the Members on the report and the Committee’s plan.
11.4 Mr C Stock in accordance with the extant Constitution then briefed the Members in some detail on a request from KGPF Management Committee that the Members consider a request to spend a sum in excess of £500.00.  The request for consideration is the purchase of a 40’ ISO container at cost of £1185.00 +VAT.  The Clerk then offered the Members advice on VAT reclaim rules and the ownership and insurance of assets purchased through public accounts. Mr C Stock then answered questions from Members on the positioning and painting of the container, the fencing of the children’s play area and the committee’s finances.  
Members RESOLVED that

1. That for the next meeting of the PC the KGPF Management Committee produce a budget forecast for the period 1 November 09-31 Mar 10 and a draft budget for FY 10-11.

2. The purchase of the container appeared to be the most cost effective means of securing those attractive assets held under the control of the KGPF Management Committee and that they supported the purchase of the container in principle.
12.
Village Hall.
Due to the absence of Cllr Milligan no report was offered. 
13.  Roads.
Cllr Pike reported that Wiltshire Council that had done a very good job at Cadley bottom.  The Parish Steward good work continues and members of the public are requested to pass any works for the Parish Steward to Cllr Pike.
14.
AOB. 

14.1 PC G Wilkins reported that the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme has been reenergised and that Mr Bill Withall is now the representative for the Chutes.  No crime had been reported in Chute Forest in the last year and none in the last month.   He briefed members on the success of “Talk Shop” event that was held by the police in August and said that the next one was planned for November. He informed Members that in Chute a bogus caller had been trying to solicit bank details from people on their doorstep. 
Members noted the report.

15. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 19th November 2009.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.50pm
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